
3. INPUT, READ, AND DATA STATEMENTS

INPUT

You can use the  INPUT command w i th  o r  w i thout  a  p rompt ing  s ta tement .  For

example ,  the  command INPUT AZrB$ w i l l  p r in t  a  ques t ion  nark  on  the  screen
and then le t  the  user  type  in  da ta  fo r  A% and B$.  I f  you  want  to  g ive  the
usersome ins t ruc t ion  about  what  to  en ter ,  you  can use the  INPUT conmand
w i t h  a  p r o m p t i n g  m e s s a g e :

10  INPUT "EnLer  da te  in  fo rm DD-MMM-YY "T$

The above l ine wi l l  pr int---Enter date in form DD-MMM-'YY---and then let

the  user  Lype in  the  da te .  Note  tha t  a  ques t ion  mark  is  no t  p - r - in ted ;  i f  you

1{ant  one,  you must  pu t  i t  in  the  message.  The c6mmand INPUT I i l fTZ w i l l  p r in t

ne i ther  a  ques t ion  mark  nor  a  p rompt ing  message.

INPUTLINE

The INPUT command is  l im i ted  to  s t r ings  w i thout  commas,  because conmas are
a l ready  used to  separa te  da ta  i tems.  For  example ,  i f  you  g ive  the  comnand
INPUT A$,8$  and thL  user  en ters  SMITH,  JOHN then A$ w i l l  be  se t  to  SMITH
and B$ to  JOHN.  0r  i f  you  g ive  the  command INPUT A$ and the  user  en ters
SMITH,  JOHN then A$ w i l l  be  se t  to  SMITH and JOHN wi l l  be  ignored.  The
I N P U T L I N E  c o m m a n d  s o l v e s  t h i s  p r o b l e m .  I t  b r i n g s  i n  a l l  o f  t h e  d a t a

e n t e r e d  b y  t h e  u s e r  ( e x c e p t  t h e  c a r r i a g e  r e t u r n )  a n d  s e t s  i t  e q u a l  t o  a

s t r i n g .  F o r  e x a m p l e :

1 O  I N P U T L I N E  A $

I f  t h e  u s e r  t y p e s  S M I T H ,  J O H N  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h i s  r e q u e s t  f o r  d a t a ,  A $  i s
se t  equa l  to  SMITH,  JoHN.  Note  tha t  you  must  a lways  input  the  da ta  in to  a
s i n g l e  s t r i n g  v a r i a b l e .  A 1 1  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c o m m a n d s  w i l l  g i v e  s y n t a x
er rors :  INPUTLINE A INPUTLINE A$,8$  INPUTLINE A$ 'BZ.

A  p r o m p t i m g  m e s s a g e  m a y  b e  u s e d  w i t h  I N P U T L I N E :

INPUTLINE IIENTER NAME IIT$

READ and DATA

Advan BASIC READ and DATA commands work about  the same way as they do in
A T A R I  a n d  m o s t  o t h e r  B A S I C s .  N o t e  t h a t  s t r i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  D A T A
s ta temen ts  shou ld  no t  be  enc losed  i n  quo ta t i on  marks :

1 O  R E A D  A Z , A $ , 8
20 DATA 5 ,A8C,2.7
30  PRINT A%,A$ ,B
RUN
5 ABC 2 .7

O n e  p r o b l e m  i n  d a t a  s t a t e m e n t s  i s  h o w  t o  g e t  a  c o m m a  i n t o  a  s t r i n g ;  t h e
same prob lem as  w i - th  the  INPUT command.  S ince  commas are  used to  separa te
data  i tems,  i f  you  want  to  use  one or  more  commas in  a  s t r ing  you need t .o  do
someth ing  spec ia l .  In  Advan BASIC you can en ter  a  comma in  INVERSE mode.
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