
6. DISK INPUT AND OUTPUT

You a l ready worked wi th  d isk f i les when you saved and loaded programs in
Chap te r .  1 .  Th i s  chap te r  dea ls  w i th  d i sk  da ta  f i l es .  Advan  BASIC  uses
essent ia l ly  the same f i le  s t ructure as ATARI DOS 2.0;  you can use that  DOS
to coPy f i les,  de lete f i les,  rename f i les,  e tc .  The Advan d isk comnands,
however ,  d i f fer  f rom those used by ATARI BASIC.

OPEN

B e f o r e  y o u  c a n  w o r k  w i t h  a n y  d i s k  f i l e ,  y o u  m u s t  f i r s t  g i v e  a n  O P E N
command.  Here  is  the  genera l  fo rmat :

OPEN s t r ingexpress ion , in tegerexpress ion  rs t r ingexpress ion

The s t r ingexpress ion  immedia te ly  fo l low ing  the  0PEN command must  be  I ,0 ,
A ,  o r  R .

I - - inpu ts  da ta  on ly  f rom the  f i le  to  the  computer

O- -ouLputs  da ta  on ly  f rom the  computer  to  the  f i le .  I f  a  f i le  wth  the  sarne
name a l ready  ex is ts  on  t ,he  d isk ,  us ing  an  O w i l l  des t roy  tha t  f i l e .  I f  you
v r a n t  t o  a d d  t o  a  f i l e ,  u s e  A  ( a p p e n d ) .

A- -sends  da ta  f rom the  conputer  and adds  i t  to  the  f i le  spec i f ied  in  the
f i l e  n a m e .

R- -opens a  f i le  in  the  so-ca l led  random mode.  I r  0 ,  and A are  essent ia l l y
sequent ia l  modes.  They  t rans fer  da ta  on ly  in  sequence,  f rom the  beg inn ing
t o  t h e  e n d .  I n  t h e  R  m o d e ,  h o w e v e r r  y o u  c a n  g e t  a n d  p u t  d a t a  a n y w h e r e  i n
t .he  f i le .  Unfor tunate ly ,  the  ATARI  d isk  fo rmat  makes t .he  R mode somewhat
d i f f i c u l t  t o  u s e ;  m o r e  o n  t h a t  l a t e r  i n  t h e  c h a p t e r

T h e  i n t e g e r e x p r e s s i o n  i s  u s e d  t o  a s s i g n  a  c h a n n e l  n u m b e r  t o  t h e  f i l e .  T h i s
n u m b e r  m u s t  b e  0 ,  L , 2 ,  o r  3 .  A 1 1  t h e  o t h e r  A d v a n  B A S I C  c o m m a n d s  u s e  t h i s
channe l  number  when work ing  w i th  the  f i le .  Note  tha t  two f i les  may no t
have the  same f i le  number  s imu l taneous ly .

The las t .  s t r ingexpress ion  g ives  the

1 .  A  f D r  f o l l o w e d  b y  t h e  d i s k  n u m b e r
o n ,  a n d  t h e n  a  c o 1 o n .  I f  t h e  f i l e  i s

f i l e n a m e ,  w h i c h  h a s  L h r e e  p a r t s :

( 1  t o  4 )  t h a t  t h e  f i l e  i s  o n  o r  w i l l  b e
o n  d i s k  1 ,  y o u  c a n  o m i t  t h i s  p a r t .

2 .  T h e  m a i n  f i l e  n a m e ,  w h i c h  m u s t  b e  I  t o  8  c h a r a c t e r s  l o n g .

3 .  An op t iona l  f i l ename ex tens ion ,  wh ich  is  a  per iod  fo l lowed by  1  to  3
c h a r a c t e r s .

The fo l low ing  are  va l id  f i le  nanes :  ADDFTL ADDFTL.DAT D3:BETA

D2:NEt r rF ILE l  .C13

The fo l low ing  are  1ega1 OPEN s ta tements :  opEN f ' r " ,0z , f rALpHA.DAT"

OPEN "0 t " r7 r "D2: .Br t  OPEN t rRr t r3Zr rc .DTr f  OPEN 'Ar  
r27or r rD3:BETAONEA.FTLT '
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